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You Take Care 
Of The Nuts - 
We Take Care 
Of The Industry

Our Work

Our mission is to support the 
international nut industry, 

including those operating in and  
with the UK as well as abroad. We 
offer a forum for discussion and a 
unified voice for everyone working 
with tree nuts and peanuts.

Whether you grow, ship, store, buy, 
sell or manufacture food or feed with 
nuts, we’re here to support you.

The Brexit working group is comprised 
of full and associate members of TNA. 

The group has looked at cross border  
issues, EU VAT systems, certificates of 
origin and goods in transit. We have      
attended Department of Environment 
and Rural Affairs (Defra) meetings and 
TNA now sits on their Food and Drink 
panel as a stakeholder, attending 
regular meetings enabling direct 
communication with the government on 
Brexit.  We have kept the membership 
updated through regular e-mails and 
website updates.

With the likelihood of some form of 
Brexit, there is now an obvious need to 
respond to the impending challenges, 
first and foremost the interaction with the 
UK authorities, covering everything from 
the mechanics of importation, duties and 
food regulation.

In this report we hope 
to give members an 
overview of the work 
and activities TNA has 
undertaken during the past 
year on behalf of the nut 
industry. I’d also like to 
thank my fellow Board 
members for the time and 
effort they have dedicated 
to support the industry.

Ellie Osman
TNA Chair

Not surprisingly, one of the key 
areas of work this year has been 
to keep our membership updated 
on the likely impact of Brexit on 
our industry.



Food Safety and Regulatory Issues

Through our membership of the European Snacks 
Association and FRUCOM, we have monitored food 

safety, regulatory and trade issues throughout the year.

All full members and those associate members that 
opted in to receive the information have access to a 
wide range of technical information on issues such as 
proposed changes to legislation on maximum residue 
levels for aflatoxins and pesticides, import control
frequencies, RASFF alerts, origin labelling and single-
use plastics. Information is circulated to members as 
it becomes available, via weekly bulletins and on the 
members only section of the website. 

We participated in a cross-industry response to the 
World Customs Organisation on the classification of 
blanched groundnuts, arguing for the case for them 
to remain in Chapter 12 (raw product) rather than be 
moved to Chapter 20 (processed product). Should they 
have been reclassified under Chapter 20 they would 
have been subject to duty on import into the EU under 
the current tariff schedule. 

Co-respondents were Camara Argentina del Mani, 
American Peanut Council, FRUCOM, ESA, BDSI, ENA 
and Caobisco.

Thought Leadership

In any industry organisation, it is important 
to provide thought leadership on issues that 

might impact members. 

Over the course of the past year we have 
been active in responding to and submittting 
rebutalls on issues which could be prejudicial 
to our industry.

 § We submitted a response to the Scientific Advisory Committee on Nutrition     
regarding their draft Saturated Fats and Health Report. The position adopted by 
TNA reflects the changes occurring worldwide in thinking about long-
established dietary guidelines on fat intake. The shifting focus away from fat 
restriction as a way to address today’s public health issues is important for the      
public’s health image of nuts.

 § Our reponse to the Food Standard Agency’s Guidance on Food Traceability was 
supportive and welcomed the commitment of FSA and FSS to develop tools to 
aid food businesses to implement the guidance. We also supported the

 investigation of the viability of adopting food allergen thresholds and reference
 amounts.

 § Following the British Nutrition Foundation’s recently published portion size  
 guide which reduced the recommended portion sizes for nuts, we sought
 collaboration from other European food, nut and snack industry associations to 
submit a robust rebuttal disputing their recommended portion sizes and to 
question what scientific basis they used for decreasing it from 30g to 20g for nuts.



“An extremely well organised and informative event. It was great 
to participate in a joint NDFTA and TNA event, gain an insight into 
the workings of the Port of Felixstowe and Port Health Authority.”
Fiona Bavester, Director, Needwood Foods Limited

Educational Events

An educational trip organised by TNA and 
RBF Cargocare to the Port of Felixstowe 

was very well attended and gave participants 
a better knowledge of how containers are 
received, unloaded and  tested. Following the 
port tour the group visited the office of the 
Suffolk Coastal Port Health Authority and heard 
presentations on Brexit scenarios as well as on 
the work of the Authority.

The California Walnut Board and the 
Almond Board of California both ran 

seminars for TNA that provided up-to-
date information on world and State 
production as well as on the work of 
the Boards.

“The Nut Association, through their 
organisation of key events such as 
hosting the Californian Almond 
Board, have played an active and 
informative role in Defra’s discussions 
with industry on the trade aspects of 
BREXIT.” 

Amanda Lyons, 
Stakeholder Engagement, Briefings 
and Statisticial Lead, Food & Farming 
Sectors and Trade Team, Agri-food 
Chain Directorate, Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs



Arbitration Services

TNA provides contract services including contractual 
Terms and Conditions which are widely used.  We 

also provide an arbitration procedure that, in the event of a 
dispute arising between contracted parties, is quicker and 
cheaper than legal proceedings. An appeal procedure is also 
offered, should that be necessary.

The full Terms and Conditions and Rules of Arbitration and 
Appeal can be found on the website, along with the list of 
Arbitrators.

Membership Communications

During the past year we have provided regular updates and news that we 
hope has been relevant and of interest to our members.  We have tried to 

encourage companies to sign up additional employees to our mailing list and 
for access to the members’ only section of our website.

We have sent out e-mail alerts, weekly updates and have recently asked 
members to sign up to text alerts for urgent notifications.

You can connect with us on LinkedIn - search for The Nut Association.

If you have not already signed up to receive our updates and would like to, 
please contact the Secretariat on info@thenutassociation.org 



Future Plans

TNA Board of Directors 
2018-2019

As members may be aware, we are 
currently in discussions with the 

National Dried Fruit Trade Association 
(NDFTA) regarding a possible merger 
of our two organisations. Both parties 
are looking together at how this might 
work and what benefit it would provide 
to members of both associations.  

A date has been fixed for a joint TNA 
and NDFTA Turkish networking BBQ 
lunch on Friday 19th July. Presentations 
and discussions with an economic 
Turkish perspective will be the aim of 
the day.

Plans are underway to hold a U.S. tree 
nut and peanut seminar at the U.S. 
Embassy in London on Tuesday 19th 
November.  This will be an educational 
seminar open to all members to attend 
and further details will be provided in 
due course.

Following the positive feedback 
received from the Felixstowe port visit in 
2018, we plan to organise a trip to the 
Port of Liverpool in 2019/2020.

Officers:
Ellie Osman, Chair - Minerva Commodities Ltd
Graham Western, Vice-Chair - Voicevale Ltd
Giles Hacking, Treasurer - C G Hacking & Sons Ltd

Louise McKerchar - American Peanut Council
Simon Melik - Besana UK Ltd
Peter Morgan (Associate - Honorary Member)
Liam O’Gorman - GLM Trading Ltd
Olivier Orphelin - Whitworths Ltd
Martin Rome - Community Foods Ltd
Geoff Street - Sun Valley Ltd
Nick Thomas - Barrow Lane & Ballard Ltd


